
Eas/ Wes/§s ¦Passion§ is 2or/h /he 2ai/

Wrapped in a Zoo]\ posW- coiWal embrace, a coXple laXnch inWo a mXsical ode Wo loYe. The l\rics are sXgar\; Whe

melod\ seems Wo bXrsW ZiWh happiness.

IW¶s e[acWl\ ZhaW one ZoXld e[pecW from a shoZ called ³Passion.´

BXW ZiWhin minXWes, l\ricisW-composer SWephen Sondheim and book ZriWer James Lapine begin Wo \ank WheaWergoers

oXW of Whis reYerie and Woss Whem inWo a Zorld Zhere loYe is desperaWe and calcXlaWing. EYer\Whing is Xpside doZn,

inside oXW. This isn¶W hoZ loYe is sXpposed Wo be.

The mXsic, meanZhile, becomes eYer more comple[, almosW operaWic. There are no clear-cXW songs, no gaps for

applaXse, and alWhoXgh Whe famoXs Sondheim ZiW and sophisWicaWion are presenW, Whe\¶Ye assXmed sXch an

XnaccXsWomed form WhaW Whe\¶re all bXW Xnrecogni]able.
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ConseqXenWl\, ³Passion´ diYides eYen Sondheim¶s mosW ardenW fans inWo Whose Zho find WhemselYes choking back sobs

b\ Whe final, Wragic scene and Whose Zho giYe Whe shoZ a greaW big raspberr\.

IW¶s a Wrick\, dangeroXs shoZ, Zhich mighW help e[plain Zh\ iW has Waken more Whan nine \ears for a fXll\ sWaged

prodXcWion Wo be moXnWed in Los Angeles. BXW Whe ciW\ finall\ has one -- and for Whe mosW parW, iW¶s a beaXW\ -- aW EasW

WesW Pla\ers, Zhere performers and prodXcWion Weams of mosWl\ Asian Pacific descenW haYe noZ sWaged eighW of

Sondheim¶s shoZs.

DirecWor Tim Dang deliYers a prodXcWion faiWhfXl Wo Whe inWenWions of Whe original 1994 sWaging of ³Passion,´ Zhich

Zon foXr Ton\ AZards, inclXding besW mXsical. His Zork helps keep WheaWergoers glXed Wo Wheir seaWs WhroXghoXW a

bXWW-Wiring WZo hoXrs, ZiWhoXW inWermission.

The shoZ¶s ZeakesW momenWs, inWeresWingl\, are Whose firsW, happ\ ones. This is dXe parWl\ Wo casWing. As a \oXng

IWalian arm\ capWain and his misWress, Michael Dalager and Linda Igarashi are appropriaWel\ Wrim and good-looking,

qXaliWies necessar\ Wo an opening scene WhaW calls for arWfXll\ concealed nXdiW\. BXW Wheir Whin singing Yoices haYe a

pop qXaliW\, Zhen Whe mXsic demands a rich, fXll, operaWic soXnd.

Then Dalager¶s Giorgio is Wransferred from Milan -- in 1863 -- Wo a remoWe, cheerless miliWar\ oXWposW. There he

encoXnWers Whe sickl\, XnaWWracWiYe coXsin of Whe posW¶s commander. She falls obsessiYel\ in loYe ZiWh him, and Whe

Zorld as he knoZs iW is pXlled aparW.

The insWanW JacqXeline Kim appears as Whe XnforWXnaWe Fosca, Whe prodXcWion YaXlWs Wo anoWher leYel. Her e\es are

doZncasW, Whe sockeWs darkened Wo make Whem appear sXnken b\ illness. She mXsWers a sWrained smile for Whe dashing

Giorgio. ³I hope I didn¶W sWarWle \oX,´ she sa\s, apologi]ing for her Xne[pecWed arriYal as Zell as her less-Whan-comel\

appearance. Timid, haXnWed and frail, she sings in a WremXloXs half-Zhisper WhaW sZells Wo Xne[pecWed poZer Zhen

her passions oYerWake her.

In her earl\ scenes ZiWh Giorgio, Kim¶s Fosca sWeals glances aW him Zhen he isn¶W looking, her face filled ZiWh self-

reproach for eYen daring Wo hope WhaW he mighW look back aW her Whe Za\ she looks aW him. Tr\ing Wo be genWlemanl\,

he WreaWs her ZiWh poliWeness. BXW she sei]es Xpon Whis and WXrns iW back on him. Soon Whe broken liWWle Zren is a haZk

circling iWs pre\, WZisWing his Zords and seWWing Wraps -- deWermined Wo Zill his loYe inWo being. The aXdience siWs Where

Whinking, ³RXn, \oX fool!´ BXW eYen Zhen Giorgio Wries Wo do so, he finds himself draZn back in.

The Wide of Giorgio¶s emoWion begins Wo WXrn (b\ Whis poinW, Dalager¶s performance has groZn mXch more nakedl\

emoWional) as Fosca sings Whe score¶s mosW self-conWained piece of mXsic, a perfecW, delicaWe liWWle song WhaW declares:

³LoYing \oX / Is noW a choice, / IW¶s Zho I am....IW giYes me pXrpose, / GiYes me Yoice, / To sa\ Wo Whe Zorld: / This is

Zh\ I liYe. / YoX are Zh\ I liYe.´
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Some momenWs don¶W Zork, sXch as a dinner Wable scene WhaW prompWs WiWWers from Whe aXdience Zhen Fosca planWs a

leWWer Xnder Giorgio¶s napkin and sXrrepWiWioXsl\ grabs his hand in fronW of Whe oWher officers Zhile Whe lighWs dim and

spook\ mXsic pla\s in Whe backgroXnd.

The heaYil\ s\nWhesi]ed accompanimenW -- pla\ed b\ Whree ke\boardisWs, a ke\boardisW-percXssionisW and a

conWrabassisW -- is also a draZback. This score demands sZelling sWrings.

BXW VicWoria PeWroYich¶s sW\li]ed seW, coYered in s\mbolicall\ WZisWed, barren branches, and Naomi Yoshida

RodrigXe]¶s meWicXloXsl\ deWailed cosWXmes lend Whe prodXcWion a rich feel, Zhile Kim¶s performance sloZl\ draZs

Whe aXdience inside Fosca¶s fiercel\ possessiYe loYe.

NoW eYer\one Zill be Zilling Wo go Where. Yes, Whis is a sWor\ aboXW Whe Wransforming poZer of loYe, bXW iW¶s a fearsome

loYe -- an emoWion so poZerfXl WhaW iW can bore iWself inWo \oX eYen if \oX resisW iW. Sondheim and Lapine almosW dare

\oX Wo belieYe iW. BXW if \oX giYe \oXrself oYer, \oX mighW find \oXrself feeling as Giorgio does Zhen he sings: ³I don¶W

knoZ hoZ I leW \oX / So far inside m\ mind, / BXW Where \oX are, and Where \oX Zill sWa\. / HoZ coXld I eYer Zish \oX

aZa\?´

*

µPassion¶

Where: EasW WesW Pla\ers, Union CenWer for Whe ArWs, 120 JXdge John Aiso SW., doZnWoZn Los Angeles

When: ThXrsda\s-Frida\s, 8 p.m.; SaWXrda\s, 2 and 8 p.m.; SXnda\s, 2 p.m.

Ends: OcW. 5

Price: $23-$38

ConWacW: (213) 625-7000, E[W. 20

RXnning Time: 2 hoXrs

JacqXeline Kim...Fosca

Michael Dalager...Giorgio

Linda Igarashi...Clara

OrYille Mendo]a...Col. Ricci$1 fRU 6 mRnWhV
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Michael HagiZara ...Dr. TamboXrri

Kerr\ K. Carnahan, LoXise Marie Cornille], Bonifacio Deoso Jr., De[Wer EchiYerri, Rand\ GXia\a, LiWo Villareal, PaXl

Wong...OWhers

PresenWed b\ EasW WesW Pla\ers. MXsic and l\rics b\ SWephen Sondheim. Book b\ James Lapine. DirecWor Tim Dang.

MXsical direcWor ScoWW NagaWani. SeW VicWoria PeWroYich. CosWXmes Naomi Yoshida RodrigXe]. LighWs Jose Lope].

ProdXcWion sWage manager Ricardo FigXeroa.

Dar4l H� Miller

Dar\l H. Miller has been besoWWed ZiWh Whe arWs since age 5, once he Zas old enoXgh Wo

sing ZiWh Whe chXrch \oXWh choir, and has \eW Wo Wop Whe Whrill of porWra\ing Bill\

BigeloZ in his rXral high school¶s prodXcWion of ³CaroXsel.´ He has been coYering Whe

arWs in SoXWhern California for Whree decades for Whe Los Angeles Times, Dail\ NeZs,

LA Weekl\, Orange CoXnW\ RegisWer and oWher pXblicaWions. He is also a cop\ ediWor.

AURXnd Whe Web AdV b\ ReYcRnWenW

YeS! TKe\ AUe SWLOO MaUULed
TRda\
DEFINI7ION

CaOLfRUQLa SeQLRUV RXVK TR TU\
PRZeUfXO NeZ CaQQabLV
DLVcRYeU\ (BeVW PaLQ ReOLef)
HEAL7HLINE NE:S

NeZ AQWL-PRVTXLWR DeYLceV
WRUNV LLNe a CKaUP
F8=E B8G

TKe IQgeQLRXV ReaVRQ TKeUe AUe
NR MRVTXLWReV aW DLVQe\ WRUOd
DEFINI7ION

TKe AQLPaO MRVW LLNeO\ WR KLOO
YRX LQ EYeU\ SWaWe, CaOLfRUQLa LV
TeUULf\LQg
DEFINI7ION

RaQNed: WRUVW CROOegeV IQ TKe
U.S. B\ SWaWe
MONE<:ISE.COM

$1 fRU 6 mRnWhV
LLPLWed-TLPe OffeU 68B6CRIBE NO:



$1 fRU 6 mRnWhV
LLPLWed-TLPe OffeU 68B6CRIBE NO:



$1 fRU 6 mRnWhV
LLPLWed-TLPe OffeU 68B6CRIBE NO:


